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1. INTRODUCTION

"He was not of an age, but for all time!" With these words Ben Jonson, Shakespeare's friend and rival,
praised him in the verses that open the First Folio of 1623. Jonson's line contains the whole of Topic 44
in miniature: Shakespeare belongs to an age, the England of Elizabeth I and James I, and yet he has
outlived it. Welcome to Topic 44: Shakespeare and His Age. His Most Representative Works. In order to
address it, I will divide the topic into six main sections. Firstly, I will outline the historical and cultural
context of his age. Secondly, I will examine the Elizabethan and Jacobean theatre. Thirdly, I will review
his life. Fourthly, I will analyse his most representative works. Fifthly, I will place him among his
contemporaries and trace his reception. Finally, I will reflect on the pedagogical and didactic implications
of this content within our current educational framework.

Before moving on, I would like to mention the sources consulted for the preparation of this topic. These
include: Andrew Gurr's The Shakespearean Stage 1574-1642, published by Cambridge University Press;
Stanley Wells and Lena Cowen Orlin's edited volume Shakespeare: An Oxford Guide, published by
Oxford University Press; Stephen Greenblatt's Will in the World: How Shakespeare Became Shakespeare;
and Jonathan Bate's The Genius of Shakespeare, as well as the online resources of the Folger Shakespeare
Library, the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and the Royal Shakespeare Company. I have also drawn on the
LOMLOE (Organic Law 3/2020), Real Decreto 217/2022 and 243/2022, and Decreto 110/2022 and
109/2022 of the Autonomous Community of Extremadura.



