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1. INTRODUCTION

Rome ruled most of Britain from AD 43 until the early fifth century, a stretch of roughly three hundred
and sixty-seven years, yet the language we speak today is Germanic, not Romance. This apparent paradox
is the starting point of this topic. Latin did not stay in Britain with the legions; it returned to English
again and again, with the first Germanic settlers, with Christian missionaries, with the Norman clerks
and with the Renaissance scholars, until Latin and Latinate words came to make up a very large share of
the English dictionary. English is, in that sense, a Germanic language wearing a Roman coat.

The topic has three parts, which I will take in chronological order. First, I will examine the Romanisation
of Britain: the conquest, the administration, the towns and roads, the spread of Latin and of Christianity,
and the withdrawal of Rome. Secondly, I will study the influence of Latin on English in its successive
waves: before the migration to Britain, in the Old English period, in Middle English and in the
Renaissance and modern period. Thirdly, I will define borrowings and calques, classify them and
illustrate them, with a short contrastive note for the Spanish-speaking learner. Finally, I will consider the
pedagogical and didactic implications for the Secondary classroom, and close with a conclusion that

returns to the paradox above.

Before moving on, I would like to mention the sources consulted. For the history of the language I have
used Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable's A History of the English Language, Charles Barber, Joan C.
Beal and Philip A. Shaw's The English Language: A Historical Introduction, Philip Durkin's Borrowed
Words: A History of Loanwords in English and David Crystal's The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
English Language. For the history of Roman Britain I have checked the BBC History timeline, and for Old
English vocabulary the Bosworth-Toller Anglo-Saxon Dictionary. As for the legal framework, the topic fits
the curriculum established by Organic Law 3/2020 (LOMLOE), which modifies Organic Law 2/2006 on
Education; Royal Decrees 217/2022 and 243/2022, which set the minimum teaching for Compulsory
Secondary Education and for the Baccalaureate; and the Extremaduran Decrees 110/2022 and 109/2022
of 22 August, modified in 2023.



