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1. INTRODUCTION

The Council of Europe's Waystage 1990 specification describes language functions in six words: they are
"what people do by means of language". That definition changes the way a teacher looks at a language. A
learner who knows the present perfect has learnt a form; a learner who can say "I'm afraid I can't make it
on Friday, but could we meet on Monday?" has learnt to decline an invitation without damaging a
friendship. Welcome to Topic 28: Linguistic Macrofunctions to Express the Most Common
Communicative Intentions.

In order to address this topic, I will divide it into six main sections. Firstly, I will explain what a
communicative function is and how the theory developed, from Austin and Searle to Halliday, Wilkins
and the Council of Europe. Secondly, I will study establishing and maintaining social relations. Thirdly, I
will analyse giving and asking for information about objects, people and actions. Fourthly, I will examine
the expression of intellectual and emotional attitudes. Fifthly, I will compare these functions with
Spanish. Finally, I will reflect on the pedagogical and didactic implications of the topic, before drawing
some conclusions.

Before moving on, I would like to mention the sources consulted for the preparation of this topic. These
include: Leech and Svartvik's A Communicative Grammar of English, Quirk, Greenbaum, Leech and
Svartvik's A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language, Brown and Levinson's Politeness: Some
Universals in Language Usage, and van Ek and Trim's Threshold 1990, as well as the Council of Europe's
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages and its Companion Volume of 2020. I have
also drawn on the LOMLOE (Organic Law 3/2020, of 29 December), Royal Decrees 217/2022 and
243/2022, and Decrees 110/2022 and 109/2022 of the Autonomous Community of Extremadura,
modified in 2023.



